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TORONTO FOOTBALL OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION




Feb. 13, 2006

Are you ready for some football???? There is a lot going on and lots to tell so let’s get right to the action.
Preparations are already underway for the upcoming season. This year’s executive has already had their first meeting and there is a lot to let you know about.

First, I would like to introduce everyone to this year’s executive and their respective roles.

President – Peter M.

V.P. – Don E.

Secretary – Rob H.

Membership – Rob H.

Recruiting – Greg A. 
Evaluations – Bob P. / Byron G.

Social – Dave S. / Byron G.

Education – Ted B. 
Treasurer – Ted G.

Assignor – Jack L.
Football is continuing to grow in Toronto with more teams, different leagues, etc. It is no longer a September to November endeavour. The TIITL has kicked off well. (Actually there is no kicking() The indoor league has games Sat nights @ the Hanger in Downsview. 

This year we want to utilize the expertise of our members. We have so many members with talents that can be used to strengthen our team. If there is anything you would like to get involved with, i.e. education meetings, social, recruiting, etc. please contact the respective executive member to let them now how you can help. 2+ minds are better than one. One initiative we would like someone to coordinate is a rules study session. These have been invaluable in the past and should be continued. Anyone interested in participating should contact Ted B. tedbialy@aci.on.ca 
To help us all in getting back into the officiating mode we will be holding our spring educational meeting on Sun. May 6th. The executive has already started preparing to bring you an informative, interactive and worthwhile meeting. It will be held at Jack’s. Time and details will follow as it gets closer. Mark down in your calendar for the full day, in pen. (That way it can’t be erased!!!!)
Know anyone who’s interested in officiating? We will be initiating another aggressive campaign this year, but the best resource is still you. Referrals continue to provide the best results in getting new people. Just think, if every member recruited one person, that would bring in over 50 new members to our organization.  With all the games available out there, they are needed desperately. Don’t forget even if they do not want to work the field right away, there is a lot of stick work and timing assignments to be had.

The TFOA will be conducting a Level 1 this spring. It will be held on either Sun. Apr. 22nd or 29th, depending on numbers and room availability. We will confirm details once they become “official.” Get it???
The Honig’s Officiating clinic will take place on Apr. 28th & 29th. This clinic has become very popular and extremely beneficial, especially for newer officials. Here is your chance to learn from CFL and top level OUA officials. The Sat. is in class and the Sun gets you on the field with help from the countries best. Visit www.honigs-canada.com for more details.
Over the next little while I will send everyone what I have on record as there completed levels and if they are eligible for the next level. One of the biggest misconceptions regarding advancing levels is the on field evaluations. Briefly, once you have taken your level clinic you need 2 formal evaluations conducted by a certified evaluator, before being fully certified. Once they have been successfully completed, you must officiate at that certified level for min. one year. In other words, it takes min two years from the time you take the class until you can advance to the next level. Exceptions – Level I can take Level II the next year, no evaluations required. To move from Level III to IV you must be recommended by the executive. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me directly. 
 This year we will try and make the process of getting an evaluation easier. Remember, it is up to YOU if you want an evaluation. If you require an on field evaluation please contact Bob P. bobpawlowsky@hotmail.com. He will work with assignor to get someone out to your game. There will be $25 fee to be given to the evaluator. This will be deducted from your game fees cheque presented at the end of the season. All requests must go through Bob who will coordinate the process to ensure all evaluations are completed in full and submitted to the OFOA and ensure all fees are disbursed properly. If you have any questions, please contact him. 
2006 TFOA evaluations will start to be sent out by Feb 19th. These are our own internal evaluations prepared by committee to help you in you along. They are NOT considered as part of your Level evaluations. If you have not received it by Mar. 1, contact Bob P.
Attached is the 2006 registration form. You must be fully registered before you can be assigned games. You can send the completed form and fee to Ted G. at the address on the form. Get it done and out of the way before the season starts and then let the games begin. The fee will remain @ $100 for the 2007 season. 
Any officials who have excess gear from over the years are asked to donate it to the TFOA in order for us to give it to our new members to help cut down the financial burden when first starting up. We will be collecting it at weekly meetings so please look around the house for any jerseys, knickers, shoes, stirrups, hats, flags etc. you may be able to pass over to us to help with our recruiting efforts.
The WWCFOA will be hosting the 0FOA conference for 2007. They are working on putting on a fun, informative weekend which should have something for everyone.  
I highly recommend attending as this gives you a chance to talk football all weekend with officials from across the province. 

Please see our website for more info and the registration form. Hope to see you there.
You have a 1 ½ years to save up for the 2008 CFOA conference which will be held on May “24” weekend in Halifax. Lets show the East Coast how dominate the TFOA is. Start thinking about it now!

The website will continue to be utilized as a source of TFOA info and links. Look for more exciting updates and pages to be added for your use and convenience. Use the Discussion Board. It is great tool get answers to rulings, interpretations, pretty much anything about officiating. 
The dates for our fall clinics have been set, so get you calendars and mark off the following dates: 

· Sept. 17,24

· Oct.1, 8

Well I guess that is enough for now. As you can see 2007 is already shaping up to be a busy and exciting year. As always if you have any questions, comments, queries, etc. feel free to contact any of the executive members.

I wish everyone a great upcoming season and look forward to working with many of you on the field.

Rob Hand

Membership Chair/

Executive Secretary
